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placed himself always with his face to the east,
and at his first fixing his station he uttered certain
sentences and exotic barbarous words, which none
knew the meaning of but the Devil and himself.

Being thus seated and fixed, as I have said, he
quarters out the heavens, or hemisphere rather,
into four parts or regions, each quarter having be-
forehand such and such predictions assigned to it:
if it was day, then he was to mark every bird that
rose up, or came flying by, or towards him; which
of the said four quarters he first appeared in, and
then killing his sacrifices, and muttering over cer-
tain sentences, joining some petitionary speeches to
such or such a deity, or demon rather, (which
speeches were called effata^) he then proceeded to
divination.

If it was in the night, he observed in the like
manner any fiery meteor, any flying or shooting
fires, any sudden vapour, (as the nights are full of
such things,) or any cloud eclipsing the light of any
particular planet or star of the first magnitude; and
then he proceeded in the same manner, only with
some particular words and mutterings, as regarded
the several appearances respectively.

In the night, it was said, they had the company
of several spirits assisting them, and communicating
to them the knowledge of the things they desired.
Their divinations were arbitrary and positive, nor
durst any man ask or inquire of them the reason of
what they predicted, or how they came to know that
it would or should be so and so. A provision, I
must confess, very prudent in the priests, and which,
as the case has stood with some of them, would be
very much to their convenience to this day, as I
shall show in its place.

By this taking such a kind of state upon them,
they politicly preserved the reverence and esteem of
their order, and imprinted a kind of awe in the